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Minutes
Ngati Whakaue Gifted Reserves Protocol Committee meeting                                        
held 19 November 2014 at 2pm

Venue: Committee Room 2, Rotorua District Council
Chairperson: Mayor Chadwick
Members present: Cr Maxwell Cr Sturt  

Mr A Wilson Mr M Short
Mr P Kingi Mr J Aratema

Apologies: Absent - Cr Donaldson, Mr S Harris and Mr D Tapsell
Early departure - Cr T Maxwell

In Attendance: Peter Faulkner and Murray Patchell, Pukeroa Oruawhata Trustees
Staff present: G Williams, Chief Executive; Mauriora Kingi, Director Kaupapa Maori; R Pitkethley, Sports & 

Recreation Manger; G Page, Parks & Recreation Manager; P Lovis, Rotorua Museum 
Deputy Director; D Cossar, Policy Advisor; R Cray, Landscape Architect; R Burton, Senior 
Policy Advisor; C Peden, Governance Support Advisor.

1.  WELCOME
Mayor Chadwick welcomed everyone present, and Mauriora Kingi opened with a karakia.

2.  APOLOGIES

Resolved

That the apologies from Mr S Harris, Mr D Tapsell and Cr D Donaldson (for absence) and Cr T Maxwell (for 
early departure) be accepted.

Cr Sturt/Mr Wilson
CARRIED

3.  CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held 10 April 2014 be accepted as true and correct, with the following 
addition:

• “Point 4 regarding the return of the Rotorua Thermal Holiday Park to include ‘other pockets of land 
requiring clarification, as verbally reported”. 

Mr Wilson/Cr Maxwell
CARRIED
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MATTERS ARISING
• Rob Pitkethley to follow up by sending a letter to the Minister of Conservation regarding the return of the 

Rotorua Thermal Holiday Park land. Mayor Chadwick apologised that the letter had not been sent. The next 
stage/s to be clarified and communicated to members. 

• Mr P Kingi tabled a discussion paper, addressed to MP Todd McClay 14 April 2014 outlining the history of 
the gifted reserves and the wish of the Pukeroa Oruawhata (PO) trustees to have the titles of the trusts 
returned to them, while still retaining the original public purpose of those trusts (Attachment 1).  

• Garry Page clarified that it was not an option for Council to give land directly back to Pukeroa Oruawhata. 
Council would have to hand the land back to the Crown, and then the Crown would have to decide what to 
do with it. 

• Peter Faulkner tabled a letter from Stratum Consultants regarding the proposed land exchange between 
Pukeroa Properties #2 and Rotorua District Council (Attachment 2).   

Resolved
That Rob Pitkethley work with Pukeroa Oruawhata to resolve these outstanding issues, to take a case to the 
Crown.

Mr Wilson/Mr Short
CARRIED

4.  PRESENTATIONS

4.1  Smart Futures – Rebecca Burton

Mayor Chadwick and Ms Burton spoke to a Powerpoint presentation titled ‘Our District Vision – Rotorua 2030’ 
(Attachment 3).

A discussion was held on the need for collaboration between various stakeholders to meet future infrastructure 
needs and the growing Maori economy.

The recently-released District Plan was discussed briefly. The Chief Executive made the following comments:
• Factors such as the impact of zoning changes on transport networks had presented challenges.
• The document had been at least 5 years in the making. 

Action Point:  Peter Faulkner requested an opportunity to meet with Council officers to gain a better 
understanding of the intent behind some of the decisions made in the District Plan. 

ATTENDANCE:  Cr Maxwell left the meeting at 3.03pm.

5. REPORTS

5.1 RECOMMENDATION 1:  TE ARAWA SOLDIERS MEMORIAL RESTORATION

Pamela Lovis spoke to a Powerpoint presentation titled ‘Te Arawa Soldiers Memorial’ (Attachment 4a) and 
tabled a list of names of Te Arawa men named on the Te Arawa Soldiers Memorial 1927 (Attachment 4b).

There was a discussion about the need to raise 1/3 of the cost before an application could be made to the WW1 
Committee. The estimated cost was $300k for total restoration. Bronze would last significantly longer than wood, 
but would be more expensive. A potential private/public partnership to undertake this project was discussed. It 
was generally agreed that a full restoration of the complete original memorial (including Rangitihi) would be 
preferred. Council would seek funding from trusts and other entities. 
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Debbie Cossar read out a note from Karl Johnston (Director of NZ Maori Arts & Crafts Institute) regarding the 
second quote they had provided, for bronze: 

“This approach will reinstate the original composition and concept of the Te Arawa Soldiers’ Memorial. It will 
avoid any major repair and maintenance costs. The bronze cast has an undefined life expectancy, 
conceptually bringing the historic Pou back to life in a new more sustainable material, reinforces the purpose 
and the concept…” 

Resolved
1. That the report ‘Te Arawa Soldiers Memorial Restoration’ be received;
2. That the monument be restored to its original full condition.

Mr Wilson/Cr Sturt
CARRIED

An application for $25k to Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust had been submitted. RECT larger funding rounds had 
closed.

Action Point:  WWI Committee to report back on progress.

6. GENERAL BUSINESS

Mr Patchell asked for clarification on the lease conditions relating to the Marguerita Street Reserve. 

Action Point:  A letter would be sent shortly seeking Pukeroa Oruawhata approval to assign the lease.

ATTENDANCE:  Mr Patchell left the meeting at 3.35pm.

7. REPORTS (CONT.)

7.1 RECOMMENDATION 2:  CBD GARDENS AND OPEN SPACES IMPROVEMENTS AND ONGOING 
MANAGEMENT

Rob Pitkethley spoke to a Powerpoint presentation titled ‘CBD Gardens and Open Space Improvements’ 
(Attachment 5).

Resolved
1. That the report ‘CBD Gardens and Open Spaces improvements and Ongoing Management’ be 

received. 

2. That the Committee acknowledges the measures being put in place to address improving standards 
in these areas. 

Mr Wilson/Cr Sturt
CARRIED
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5.3 RECOMMENDATION 3:  POTENTIAL COUNCIL DEVELOPMENTS FOR KUIRAU PARK 

Rebecca Cray spoke to a Powerpoint presentation titled ‘Kuirau Park – Proposed Development’ (Attachment 6).
Other comments:
• It is expected that NZTA will provide some funding for the cycleway/boulevard through Kuirau Park. 
• Mayor Chadwick spoke about the proposed development of an Onsen Kitchen, which from Beppu had 

offered to assist with building.
• Grow Rotorua Ltd is working on a business case for a family fun park development through a public/private 

partnership. Should know more in 6 months. 
• The Saturday morning market in Kuirau Park will continue.
• Preliminary geotech work had been done, but more indepth geotech work will need to be done. Preliminary 

testing had indicated there were ways to engineer around some areas.
• New proposed cycleway will be incorporated.
• Strong cultural history would be acknowledged.

Resolved

1. That the report ‘Potential Council Developments for Kuirau Park’ be received. 
2. That the Committee support in principle the overall concept of the potential developments for Kuirau Park.

Mr Wilson/Mr Short
CARRIED

Action Points:   
• Feedback requested from PO trustees on cultural input for depiction panels. 
• Updates would be given at subsequent meetings.

8.  GENERAL BUSINESS
8.1 Bella Tait had raised a request for a cadet to be trained through the Education Endowment Trust and 

Pukeroa Oruawhata.  Andy Bell, Henry Weston and Mauriora Kingi would be the appropriate people at 
Council to contact.

8.2 Concerns were expressed about direction of airport/Air New Zealand in the region. Mayor Chadwick 
advised that she and Oscar Nathan had visited China Airlines but they were waiting for volumes to increase 
before they looked at flying directly to Rotorua.  

Mayor Chadwick had raised the idea of introducing an Auckland – Rotorua – Queenstown link at a recent 
Upper North Island Mayors’ meeting. The Airport company, together with the local representatives of 
Tourism NZ, have now been asked to develop a business plan to present to the Minister of Tourism NZ, 
Prime Minister Rt Hon John Key.

8.3 Mr Kingi invited the Mayor to attend the welcome ceremony for NZ Police Commissioner planned for the 
following Monday at Tamatekapua. 

9.  CLOSING

The meeting closed at 4.15pm with a karakia by Mauriora Kingi.
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