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We are opposed to the application for the following reasons: 

1. Safety Risks: Concerns about potential increases in crime, anti-social 
behaviour, or public disturbance. 

2. Impact on Community Cohesion: Fears that the presence of such a facility 
could cause division or anxiety within the community. 

3. Lack of Community Consultation: The proposal has been developed without 
adequate engagement with local residents or stakeholders. 

4. Zoning and Land Use Incompatibility: The facility, according to Rural Zone 1A 
regulations, is not appropriate for the existing zoning or land use designations in 
the area. 

5. Strain on Local Services: Increased demand on police, emergency services, 
health care, and social services. All of which are 30-40 minutes’ drive away in the 
event of any incident. 

6. Impact on Property Values: Fears that nearby property values may decrease 
due to the facility's presence. 

7. Deterrent to Investment or Tourism: Potential to discourage new businesses, 
residents, or visitors to our well-known geothermal area. 

8. Risk of Facility Mismanagement: Concerns over whether the facility will be 
properly supervised or monitored long-term with staff ratios to residents being of 
concern.  The resource application states, “the facility gates will be locked at 
night – mostly for the safety of the residents” This seems to suggest unwanted 
access is anticipated. 

9. Track Record of Provider: The organization or company proposing the facility 
may have a questionable history in other districts, raising many concerns. 

10. Mismatch with District Priorities: Reintegration facilities may not align with the 
district’s development or planning priorities. 

11. Absence of a Māori Marae: Without a local marae, there is limited ability to 
uphold te kanga and support the cultural, spiritual, and whānau needs of tangata 
Māori – impacting reintegration outcomes. 

12. Employment opportunities – Limited job prospects, career diversification and 
training facilities available in the district, without the need for distance travel. 
How does this help with reintegration into Society and helping people create a 
sense of direction. 

13.  Lack of Transparency: Insufficient details provided about the type of 
reintegration services, security protocols, or resident criteria has been 
provided to any residents. Request for meetings have been declined to 
clarify any concerns. Why???? 
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